We examined a method
sociation was almost complete in the 0.2M KCl fraction, while an insignificant amount of reassociation was observed in the 0.05M KCl fraction (Fig. 4) . Aliquots of the elute with 0.05 MKCl (activated Dex receptor complex: a), and with 0.2 M KCl (non-activated Dex receptor complex: b) were subjected to the exchange assay as described in the "Method" and reassociated radioactivity was compared with that observed in the samples before the assay. The radioactivity in the samples before the assay was taken as 100% (a: 2669 dpm, b: 5818dpm). 0.4M KCl. The KCl fraction was desalted with a Sephadex G-25 column and subjected to the exchange assay. No significant number of binding sites for 3H-Dex after the whole procedure of the exchange assay were detected in this fraction (data not shown).
Collectively, the results obtained in the present study all consistently indicated that the reassociation of the non-activated receptors was achieved to almost the untreated control level, while that of the activated ones seemed to be extremely low.
Discussion
Exchange assay at an elevated temperature are routinely used for the estimation of total receptors for estrogen. However , no similar method is able to be applied to the estimation of glucocorticoid receptors , mainly due to instability of the receptors even in the presence of the stabilizing agents, MoO4 and DTT (Chong and Lipman 1981, 1982) . Instead, long incubations at workers (Rosners and Polimeni, 1978 , HoKim et al., 1983 , Heller et al., 1983 for the estimation of bound glucocorticoid receptors, but this method is limited to the receptors bound to natural glucocorticoids. The receptors bound to natural glucocorticoids seem to undergo some biotransformations even at low temperature in contrast to synthetic fluorinated glucocorticoids (Voigt et al., 1981 , Ichii et al ., 1983 , 1984 (Traish et al., 1981 , Hechter et al., 1983 , Carrol et al., 1984 .
